
||| CHAVEZ modifies his plans slightly to re-propose the reform.

||| LEGITIMACY. Calls of fraud are shouted down even by Chávez’ enemies
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CNE’s official results
: referendum

||| Chávez said Tuesday night that the people have the right to re-submit the reform. ||| But it should
be improved and simplified, admitting for the first time it wasn‘t perfect as is. ||| He cannot re-submit
a reform during his presidency. ||| He also said shit on TV.

ANALYSIS
Full, state-by-state
analysis of the results
of Sunday's referendum
leads to a few interest-
ing conclusions. First, it
seems that the "No"
vote tended to win in a
larger area with con-
stant small margins,
while the "Yes" often
won by large margins,
though in less states.
The No vote did not win
in any state with more
than 60 percent, while
the Yes vote cleared
this benchmark in 6
states, reaching 70 per-
cent in Apure. These
states and thus strong-
holds of Yes support
were Amazonas, Delta
Amacuro, Trujillo,
Portuguesa, Apure, and
Cojedes. To the extent
that the opposition had
large victories, their
bases seemed to have
been Zulia, Táchira,
and Nueva Esparta, all
clearing 56 percent.
Zulia, however, was the
state which recorded
the most votes. In the
Federal District of
Caracas, No won with
52 percent. As the illus-
tration shows, support
for the proposal was
concentrated in the
center, southeast, and
east of the country,
while the oil-rich west-
ern northwest was
staunchly against it. If
we compare the results
of this referendum with
the presidential election
of 2006, the "opposi-
tion," though opposing
different things, did not
grow in size, while 
3 million people who
voted for Chávez 
did not vote for the 
referendum.

After Tuesday's debates in the National
Assembly about the failed referendum,
President Chávez spoke out Tuesday

night and reaffirmed that the project would con-
tinue, and admitted for the first time that he may
have been mistaken in the content of the reform
rather than just the timing.

The new proposal "doesn't have to be the
same. It can go in the same direction, but in a dif-
ferent way: improved and simplified," he said. 

This came after Chávez had previously said
he wouldn't change "one comma" of the reform
which lost so slightly on Sunday.

According to the current Constitution, pre-
sented by the president and approved over-
whelmingly in 1999, Chávez is unable to propose
another reform in the same constitutional peri-
od, which ends in 2012. Therefore another
reform proposal would have to be submitted by
the Venezuelan people themselves, potentially
one of the most democratically formed Consti-
tutions in history.

"The Venezuelan people have the power and
the right to present a request for a reform in this
constitutional period, in which five years
remain."

He went on Tuesday to call the opposition's
slight win a "shit victory." Analysts and support-
ers alike have claimed that the failure of the ref-
erendum was due to an overly rapid process and
complex issues, leading many supporters of the
president to abstain.

"It was rushed, and nobody read the whole
thing," said Coromoto, one leftist intellectual
discussing the failure with comrades Tuesday
night.

The hope from the president and his support-

ers is that a better proposal would be approved
overwhelmingly. But these days Chávez has
been expressing an air of humble contempla-
tion, in contradiction to his international reputa-
tion."I have to accept that this reform became
very complex for us, and in the open debate it
became even more complex. 

The adversary took advantage of this and we

lacked the capacity to explain it better," he said.
"Let's go on debating!" he exclaimed.
Controversial chavista National Assembly

member Luis Tascón said that a reorganization
of the forces that support Chávez is prepared to
gather 5 million signatures that would allow the
reform to be proposed.

It is unclear if that many would be necessary.
As the Constitution is currently worded, at least
15 percent of the registered voters must sign a
referendum calling for a reform. 

After that the process would be similar to
that seen this year.

In any case, Chávez promises to end 2007 in
the best possible way and enter 2008 fighting. |||

Old habits die hard. Despite the fact that
this election has been the most calmly
accepted in the last 10 years, the reports

of international observers, and the fact that the
opposition actually won, there are still very
slight mumblings of electoral fraud in last
Sunday's referendum. 

Henrique Salas Römer, former presidential
candidate said that the official results did not
correspond to studies carried out by Project

Venezuela. He failed to cite any evidence how
that might have worked. According to his stud-
ies, at 4 p.m., No was reported up by 8 percent.
He also claimed to misunderstand how a ten-
dency can be irreversible with 10 percent of the
votes uncounted. But Enrique Márquez, repre-
sentative of opposition party Un Nuevo Tiempo
(A New Time) claimed that their exit polls have
corresponded perfectly with the official results,
and called claims of fraud "irresponsible." 

UNT has examined 40 percent of their
results and is publishing the comparisons on its
website.

And the head of the Organization of
American States José Miguel Insulza, no friend
of Chávez, called on the U.S. and the world to
accept the "just and clean" process as legitimate.
This is despite the fact that Chávez once called
him a pendejo, or stupid.

Elections in Venezuela recently have been
marred by calls of fraud, despite any type of
concrete evidence. 

This is usually because Chávez wins. In his
first electoral loss in 13 contests in 10 years, he
accepted defeat and things have been infinitely
calmer. |||
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Improving and moving forward

Old habits die hard

Vincent Bevins | Special to The Journal
ABN Photo

Vincent Bevins | Special to The Journal

"I have to accept that this
reform became very complex
for us.’

President Hugo Chávez said  on Wednesday that the people had a chance to present a new socialist consti-
tutional project.

Datos: Canal de Noticias
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